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CONTENT 
 

 
TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
Musical learning 
 

 

 play instruments with control e.g. maintaining a steady beat, getting 

faster/louder 

 perform a rhythm accompaniment to a song or rap 

 chant with a sense of control of tempo (speed) 

 
Resources 
 
 

 

(a) mp3: HERE WE GO SANTA MALONEY; TRAIN RIDE 

(b) PowerPoint: TRAIN RIDE (lyrics) 

(c) Untuned percussion 

(d) Sing Up: THE MAGIC TRAVEL MACHINE 

 

 
Introduction/ 
warm up 
 

 

HERE WE GO SANTA MALONEY a circle game sung to the familiar tune One 

finger, one thumb. Lyrics and instructions on how to play the game on page 2.  

 

 
Main part of the 
lesson to 
include some 
aspects of: 
 
Singing 
 
Composing 
 
Performing 
 
Listening 
 
Appraising 
 
 

 

1) Display the PowerPoint of the chant TRAIN RIDE and play the mp3. Listen to 

the changes in tempo (speed) representing the different stages of a journey. Try 

chanting it with the recording, keeping together for the changing tempi, especially 

the last verse which gradually slows down before stopping. 

 

2) Choose 4 leaders (one for each of the first 4 verses) and ask them to choose 

an untuned percussion instrument and play on the beat (pulse) matching the pace 

of their verse. Encourage them to teach their rhythm to a few additional players. 

 

3) Display the lyrics and listen to performance track of THE MAGIC TRAVEL 

MACHINE (Sing Up) and hear about the contrasting destinations in the lyrics. 

Learn the song with the echo tracks and enjoy the funky accompaniment.  

 
Ideas for 
revisiting in the 
week: 
 
 
 

 

Revisit TRAIN RIDE and choose other holiday landmarks e.g. ‘Disneyland’ or ‘the 

hotel’ to substitute for ‘the beach’. Divide the chant between 5 small groups, 

making each group responsible for performing a verse. Add rhythmic percussion 

accompaniments, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HERE WE GO SANTA MALONEY Traditional American circle game 
 
Tune: One finger, one thumb keep moving 
 
Here we go Santa Maloney  
Here we go Santa Maloney  
Here we go Santa Maloney  
As we go roundabout! 
 
(Verse 2 example) 
Tap your head and wiggle 
Tap your head and wiggle 
Tap your head and wiggle 
As we go roundabout! 
 
Sing while walking round in a circle. Before singing verse 2, invite a child to choose 2 actions: e.g. tap 
your head and wiggle … and sing these to the tune. Go back to verse one and the game repeats with a 
new action verse.  

 
TRAIN RIDE!    This rap accelerates and slows down, just like a train journey.  
 
 
Train at the station  Start slowly 
Get inside! 
Shut the doors 
We’re ready to ride! 

 
Train’s left the station  Faster 
Gathering speed! 
Get out the sandwiches 
Food’s what we need!  
 
Roaring along like a  Fast as you can 
Ten-force gale! 
Eating up miles 
Of silver rail!   
 
Look out ahead  Slowing down 
We’ve reached the town!  
Can you see the beach? 
We’re slowing down! 
 
Find your luggage  Chant getting slower until you stop 
Ticket too!   
The train has stopped  
At platform two! 
 


